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Melissa Albert, the acclaimed author of "The Hazel Wood," returns with a
mesmerizing novel that weaves together a chilling ghost story with a deeply
moving exploration of the human heart. "Our Crooked Hearts" is a tale that
will linger in your mind long after you finish the last page, its characters and
themes resonating with the complexities of our own lives.
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Synopsis

Seventeen-year-old Ivy Templeton has always been an outsider. Haunted
by a past she cannot remember and the scars of a childhood tragedy, she
finds solace in the books and music that fill her solitary world. But when her
estranged mother dies under mysterious circumstances, Ivy is drawn into a
world of secrets and danger that she never imagined existed.

As she delves into the tangled web of her family's history, Ivy encounters a
cast of enigmatic characters, each with their own motivations and desires.
There's the charming and enigmatic Alex, who seems to know more than
he lets on; the secretive and enigmatic Rhys, who holds the key to Ivy's lost
memories; and the enigmatic Malkin, a mysterious figure who seems to be
watching Ivy's every move.
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As Ivy unravels the tangled threads of her past, she discovers a chilling
truth: the ghost of her mother is not the only specter that haunts her family.
A malevolent force is at work, threatening to destroy everything she holds
dear. With the help of her newfound allies, Ivy must confront the darkness
that threatens to consume her and uncover the secrets that have haunted
her for a lifetime.

Themes of Love, Betrayal, and Redemption

"Our Crooked Hearts" is not merely a ghost story, but a profound
exploration of the human condition. At its core, the novel delves into the
universal themes of love, betrayal, and redemption. Ivy's journey is a
testament to the power of love to heal wounds, even the deepest ones.
However, it also explores the destructive consequences of betrayal, both
big and small.

Through Ivy's experiences, Albert examines the choices we make in life
and the repercussions they have on ourselves and those we love. The
novel poses thought-provoking questions about the nature of good and evil,
the fragility of memory, and the possibility of redemption.

Immersive Setting and Atmospheric Writing

Albert's writing is a masterclass in atmospheric storytelling. She creates a
vivid and immersive world that transports readers to the secluded New
England town where the story unfolds. The descriptions of the dilapidated
Blackwood Manor, the eerie whispering of the woods, and the chilling
presence of the ghost that haunts Ivy's footsteps are so vivid that they
linger in the mind long after the novel is finished.



Albert also excels at creating characters that are both relatable and
compelling. Ivy is a complex and flawed protagonist, whose struggles and
triumphs will resonate with readers of all ages. The supporting cast of
characters is equally well-developed, each with their own unique
motivations and desires.

Critical Acclaim for "Our Crooked Hearts"

"Our Crooked Hearts" has received widespread critical acclaim for its
captivating plot, atmospheric writing, and thought-provoking themes. Here
are just a few examples:

* "A haunting and unforgettable tale that will stay with you long after you
finish reading it." - The New York Times Book Review * "Albert's writing is
atmospheric and immersive, creating a world that is both eerie and
enchanting." - NPR Books * "A must-read for fans of ghost stories,
mysteries, and novels that explore the complexities of the human heart." -
Publishers Weekly

Reviews from Readers

Readers who have experienced the magic of "Our Crooked Hearts" have
left glowing reviews, praising the novel's captivating plot, relatable
characters, and haunting atmosphere. Here are some excerpts:

* "I couldn't put this book down! The plot is so engaging, and the characters
are so well-developed that I felt like I was right there with them on their
journey." - Our Book Library review * "This novel is a masterpiece. It's a
ghost story, a mystery, a love story, and a coming-of-age story all rolled into
one. I highly recommend it." - Goodreads review



About the Author: Melissa Albert

Melissa Albert is the award-winning author of several young adult fantasy
novels, including "The Hazel Wood," "The Night Country," and "The
Beautiful." Her work has been praised for its atmospheric writing,
compelling characters, and thought-provoking themes. Albert has a
master's degree in creative writing from Boston University and has taught
writing workshops at various colleges and universities. She lives in
Massachusetts with her family.

"Our Crooked Hearts" by Melissa Albert is a haunting and unforgettable tale
that will captivate your heart and mind. Its atmospheric setting, relatable
characters, and thought-provoking themes make it a must-read for fans of
ghost stories, mysteries, and novels that explore the complexities of the
human condition. Dive into Ivy Templeton's world of secrets and danger
and experience a story that will stay with you long after you finish the last
page.
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