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The United States Marine Corps has released a groundbreaking doctrinal
publication, MCDP Competing, which outlines a bold new approach to
warfare in the 21st century. This publication represents a significant
departure from traditional Marine Corps doctrine and reflects the evolving
nature of conflict in the modern era.

Key Principles of MCDP Competing

MCDP Competing is based on three key principles:

1. Competition below the level of war: This principle recognizes that
most future conflicts will not involve direct, large-scale warfare but
rather a prolonged period of competition below the level of war. This
competition may take many forms, including economic coercion, cyber
attacks, and political subversion.
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2. Hybrid warfare: This principle acknowledges that future conflicts will
likely involve a combination of conventional and irregular forces, as
well as the use of new technologies such as drones and cyber
weapons.

3. Distributed operations: This principle emphasizes the need for the
Marine Corps to be able to operate in a distributed manner, with small
units spread across a wide area. This will allow the Marine Corps to
maintain flexibility and resilience in the face of complex and dynamic
threats.

Implications of MCDP Competing

MCDP Competing has a number of implications for the Marine Corps,
including:

1. A shift in focus: The Marine Corps will need to shift its focus from
traditional large-scale combat operations to smaller-scale, distributed
operations.

2. New capabilities: The Marine Corps will need to develop new
capabilities to deal with the challenges of hybrid warfare and
distributed operations. These capabilities include cyber warfare,
electronic warfare, and special operations.

3. New organizational structures: The Marine Corps will need to adopt
new organizational structures to support distributed operations. These
structures will likely be smaller, more agile, and more dispersed than
traditional Marine Corps units.

Impact on Modern Warfare



MCDP Competing is likely to have a significant impact on modern warfare.
By embracing the principles of competition, hybrid warfare, and distributed
operations, the Marine Corps is preparing itself for the challenges of the
21st century. This new approach to warfare is likely to give the Marine
Corps a significant advantage over its adversaries.

MCDP Competing is a landmark publication that represents a significant
shift in the Marine Corps' approach to warfare. By embracing the principles
of competition, hybrid warfare, and distributed operations, the Marine Corps
is preparing itself for the challenges of the 21st century. This new approach
to warfare is likely to give the Marine Corps a significant advantage over its
adversaries and ensure its continued relevance in the modern era.
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